168                          Hitler's Lackey
He thought he could risk making Hitler Chancellor c by
Papen's grace', while he as Vice-Chancellor pulled the
strings.
In the course of December there were constant verbal
communications through intermediaries, and a stream of
letters of a highly personal nature, passing between Hitler
and Papen. As an outcome of all this an important personal
meeting was to take place to celebrate the reconciliation
between the two men and to engineer a new plot against
Schleicher.
On the evening of the 3rd January Hitler left Munich
with his usual bodyguard. He announced that he intended
to go to an election meeting at Lippe-Detmold. Actually,
however, he went not to Hanover, but to Cologne. Dr.
Otto Dietrich, Hitler's press chief, has written a kind of
diary ' Afit Hitler in die Macht' (Into power with Hitler).
He was with Hitler on this occasion and described the secret
meeting between Hider and Papen as follows:
Very early in the morning we all get out at Bonn.
Schreck is there at the station with the Fiihrer's car to
drive us to Godesberg at dawn. Short interval for
breakfast. A closed car drives up. The Fiihrer gets in.
He drives off. Destination unknown to us.
But the Fiihrer had given us instructions in advance to
continue the journey in the car, without him, in the
direction of Cologne. Three kilometres beyond Cologne,
on the road to Diisseldorf, we were to stop and wait.
Towards midday we reach the agreed meeting-place.
The weather was cold and damp. We wait. We walk
up and down on the wet road. We pass the time in
talking; speculations of every kind as to where the
Fiihrer can be. No one knows of a stopping place, no
one has any hint of the meaning of this separation.
Two hours later the closed car drives up from Bonn.
It stops. The Fiihrer gets out and comes into his car.
The closed car turns and vanishes in the direction of
Cologne.
On the way to Diisseldorf the Fiihrer dropped hints
that he had had an interview with a political notability.